








Introduction

What is the purpose of the code?

Owners and perscns in charge of dogs have
a responsibility to understand and meet the
welfare needs of their dogs. The purpose of
this code is to encourage all those responsible
for dogs to adopt the highest standards of
husbandry, care and handiing.

The code sets minimum standards for the
care and management of dogs. It includes
recommendations for best practice to encourage
standards of care better than just the minimum.

Who does this code apply to?

This code applies to all persons responsible for
the welfare of dogs, including dog breeders,
those who show dogs, keep dogs as
companions (pets), and use dogs for sport, as
working animals, or for any other reason.

What animals does this code apply to?
The code applies to aff dogs, including those
kept as companions, for breading, sport or for
working purposes. Examples of working and
sport dogs include disability-assist dogs, dogs
used for guarding, dogs used for livestock
management, sled-pulling dogs, racing
greyhounds, dogs and hounds used for hunting
and agility dogs.

This code does not cover dog fighting,
which is an offence under the Act.

What happens if | do not follow the minimum
standards in this code?
Failure to meet a minimum standard in this
code may be used as evidence to support a
prosecution for an offence under the Animal
Welfare Act. A perscn who is charged with an
offence can defend him or herself by showing
that he or she has equalled or exceeded the
minimum standards in this code.

The recommendations for best practice in
this code have no legal effect and are included
to encourage higher standards of animal welfare.











































































